Small Arms.....

Newsletter of the Pt MacDonnell Offshore Angling Club. August, 2025

Hi Everybody,

Well, what’s been happening since the last newsletter? Quite a bit actually.

Lets start with who is on the committee for 2025-6



President Liam McKinnon
Vice President Lachie Charlton
Treasurer & Clubroom Manager Lorraine Burston
Secretary & New Members Glen Sparks
Recorder Hilary Nicholson
Tagmaster Linton Badman
Weighmaster Tyson Kain
Assistant Weighmaster Tom Egan
Assistant Weighmaster Brett Perryman
Electronic Media, IT, Merchandise Jennifer Clearey
Bar Manager Matt Tocaciu
Committee Brock McKinnon
Committee Nick Ruwoldt
Committee Mark Ewens

The last page of this document has the full contact details for all committee members. As you can see, we have some
new faces along with the old stagers. Welcome everyone.



45th Tuna & Sportsfishing Competition

We will be conducting this event from May 2nd until 9th. Currently it looks like the same format as usual with the
briefing night on Friday 1st, Fellowship on Wednesday 6th and Presentation on the 9th. The only major difference is that
the tuna are booked to show up unlike last time!

Seating

We have approached the council regarding purchasing some extra seating in front of the clubrooms and they have
agreed. They will supply “picnic table” type seats at no cost if we lay 2 small concrete slabs and mount the seats. Sounds
like a bargain to me. Rumour has it that by the time you get to read this, the slabs will be done and the seats will have
been placed.

And hey presto! Its done!

There seems to be a very positive change in the way that the local council deals with us. During the negotiations
regarding the seats they couldn’t have been any more helpful. We are now attempting to investigate what they can offer
regarding the cleaning benches so basically, watch this space.

Apparently due to many complaints regarding the fish waste bin, not just from us but from the public as well, there are a
few changes planned which will happen in the immediate future.



Lapel Pins

I have purchased a small number of lapel pins and they are available for $10 each. Hit me up if you want one. Be quick as
they are selling fast. They are also available from our bar.

New Members

In the past | have printed off new members packs which included the club rules, stickers, scale keys and a few more
goodies. Unfortunately, the postage of these works out to about $18 each so | am looking for a better (cheaper) way.

My idea is that | can post keys to new members along with a welcome letter which should only cost a small amount. All
the rest can be emailed, or hard copies can be kept behind our bar for those that want them. Unless anyone has a better
idea.

We also welcome two new members namely Peter Arnold and Roger Munn.

Peter is a bit sick of the algal bloom in Edithburgh and has sold up and bought a place in Pt Mac. He has a 7m boat and
basically knows nobody here so he is looking for a fishing buddy. If that sounds like you, flick me an email and | will put
you in touch.

Roger was a member of the AGFC and is a very keen fisherman. He attended the AGM as an observer, so | guess that we
made a good impression. Welcome to both of you.

AFL Grand Final Day

Tom is arranging for a grand final day at the clubrooms. The bar will be open, there will be catering of some sort and
several fun events planned along with our big screen TV to watch the game. | will email everyone once we get some firm
details but please pencil in the event. Where else can you buy drinks cheaper than our bar.

Stubby Holders

We have ordered a number of new stubby holders that look very good. | initially ordered 5 to see what they looked like
and they sold as soon as | opened the box. An order has been placed for 200 which should arrive in the next couple of
weeks.



GFAA Stuff

| was invited to attend a conference on the Gold Coast recently and | found it fascinating. There were about 100
participants from right across the country and all were passionate about recreational fishing. Were you aware that Rec
fishing is directly responsible for about 9000 jobs and generates almost $1 billion per year in South Australia.
Nationally the figures are 100,000 jobs and over $11 billion per year.

The conference was arranged by the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) who have this as an annual
event and is aimed at new or emerging leaders within the recreational fishing sector. Should anyone be interested
attending next time, get in touch with me and lets see what we can arrange.

AGFC Closes its doors

The Adelaide Game Fishing Club has officially closed its doors as of 29th August. Its sad to see any club fold after so much
hard work and dedication but falling numbers makes continuing a very difficult option.

On a brighter note, at least one of their members has joined us and | believe that there could well be more in the future.

| find it strange that there are now only 2 GFAA affiliated clubs in South Australia.

AGM

We finally seem to have cracked the code on getting a good attendance at AGMs. We had it on a Friday evening, had the
bar open, had a great lucky door prize and a free BBQ. There were about 30 members in attendance and the Tiagra 30
reel was won by Layla Hall. To say that she was excited is an understatement as you can see by the picture.




GFAA National Junior Tournament

One of my goals next year (as GFAA President) is to increase the participation rate from Clubs in the GFAA National Junior
Tournament. We have about 900 juniors Nationally and only about 200 in the competition, so something is wrong. The
prizes are great, its not stacked in favour of billfish, joining and participation is free. Maybe as a club we need to give it a
bit of a push? If your kids aren’t participating, please ask yourself why not. Jai is our club and State Junior Coordinator so
get in touch with him for info.

Vale Shane Watts

Shane “Watson” Watts from the Warrnambool Club was a well-known identity around our club and until recently was a
regular entrant in our tuna competition until his failing health made that impossible.

Sadly “Watson” lost his battle with cancer and his funeral was held on Friday 22nd August. He will be missed by the
members of the Warrnambool Club and our thoughts go out to his family and friends. RIP old mate.

GFAA Executive meeting

| have just returned from a GFAA Executive planning meeting in Sydney and quite a few topics were discussed. Attendees
were the President, VP, incoming VP, Treasurer, Secretary and National Junior Coordinator or as lan called us, his “inner
sanctum”.

If you are not aware the GFAA has a tournament titled the Australian International Billfish Tournament (AIBT) and this is
usually held in the northern States because unless we include garfish, we don’t have many billfish. It still needs some
working out but the GFAA will be instigating a tuna based tournament in much the same fashion as the AIBT. It will



probably just be tag and release and the rights would be given to a State to then pass on to a club, if they want it. Yep,
I've already indicated that we may be interested. More info will be shared once the specifics are completed.

We also discussed the new “working with children” legislation and what this might mean for our Junior Tournaments.
Each State will have slightly different laws because all sharing the same rules would be just too easy. It seems that the
minimum requirement is for (at least) Junior Coordinators to have a “working with children” clearance.

The GFAA has a very good website but, like all organisations, we need content. It has been suggested that clubs be
contacted to supply a document outlining their history. If anyone from our club offers to do this, | can guarantee that it
will be published.

The GFAA App has just under 2000 downloads to date and | am surprised that it is so low given that we have about 8000
members. | guess that we need to just keep pushing it. To get the app just go to your app store and search for GFAA. Its
as simple as that.

GFAA AGM

Each year the GFAA holds its AGM at a location that is decided by the executive and this year is Melbourne. Next year will
be the 60th anniversary of the first 1000lb marlin to be caught in Cairns and bearing in mind that the 40th and 50th
AGMs were held there, guess where the 60th will probably be?

Merchandise

Jennifer Clearey presented some new styles of merchandise to the last committee meeting and work is now progressing
to update our “spring collection”. Once its done we will let you know how to order.

Competitions

It seems that interest in our competitions is waning with very few anglers competing and the committee members are
keen to find out why. It would be appreciated if you could compose a short email regarding this and send it to
members@pmoac.com

We would like to know why you don’t participate and what can we do to change that. Is it just because life gets in the
way, the prizes aren’t attractive, or any other reason, please let us know.

If you are a keen competitor, please tell us why you compete as well as how to improve the experience for you. As a
committee it is difficult to solve a problem if you don’t know what the cause is.

Presentation Night

Presentation Night will be held on Friday Evening on the 10th October at the clubrooms. Catering will be the same as last
year where you pre order pizza from the local shop, pay the club and it magically appears on the night. More details will
be circulated shortly.
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Swap Meet

Tom is arranging a fishing related swap meet to occur in and around the clubrooms early in January. | guess that we all
have surplus rods and reels that we would like to unload so here’s your chance. As details are released | will let you know.

Well, that’s about it for now.

Please remember to send an email regarding competitions, be aware of the presentation night, grand final day and the
dates for the tuna competition. Also please enrol your kids in the GFAA National Junior Tourament and download the
GFAA app.

Seeya on the water.

Sparksey

0419 866 670

Sparkseyl7@outlook.com

Or

members@pmoac.com
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