GFAA Newsletter
July 2019
From the President
Hi All,
Welcome to this fifth edition of the GFAA Newsletter, put
together for members of all 79 clubs around the country and
accessible to any game fishers who may be interested in its
contents. This issue has been made available in an alternative
Flip Book format to make for easy reading.
Much has been happening since the last edition in March and
the circulation of the July issue will quite closely correspond to
the Association’s new website coming online.
Most exciting has been news of the success of the Junior Team
that went to the Bay of Islands Kingfish Tournament.They must
be congratulated on their dedication and success. Thanks are
extended to the sponsors who are recognised in the article on
page 24, and a huge vote of thanks goes to Kevin Oates and his
wife Sharon for the time and organisation they expended in
putting the team together and supporting it.
As you’ll read on page 2, GFAA is now well represented on four
Australian Marine Parks Advisory Committees. With the return
of the government we are confident that going forward the
best interests of our members and indeed recreational fishers
in general, are in good hands. It has been a long road to get
there, but GFAA ‘s efforts have been recognised in the legislation
and will be valued in the formulation of management plans and
policies.
Coming up in September is the Australian International Billfish
Tournament. This event has the potential for respect at
international level as a world standard tournament. This year
and next to be run out of Yorkey’s Knob Sport Fishing Club, now
is the time to assemble teams, organise your own boat to get to
this wonderful destination or charter one of the local boats.
Contact details are at the bottom of the full page flyer on page
3.
Enjoy the July Newsletter and please consider contributing to
the next one. I am as always, interested to receive your
feedback.

Doug Sanderson
president@gfaa.asn.au
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News
Australian Marine Parks
Following the passing of the legislation for the Australian
Marine Parks, Parks Australia has been busy with the detailed
planning and management programs for the nation’s marine
assets.
Applications were invited for members to participate in Advisory Committees for each of the
Marine Park areas. GFAA was successful in having four executive members appointed.
Doug Sanderson – President – Coral Sea
John Webber - WA Southern Delegate – South-west
Peter Coote – Secretary – North-west
Peter Cox Vice President and Treasurer – Northern
GFAA is a founding member of ARFF which is developing the “Tacklebox” app using citizen
science and digital approaches to optimise sustainability and engagement of
recreational fishers in Marine Parks on a national scale.
In May and June the first meetings of the Advisory Committees were held in their respective
states where the objectives were outlined with a view to development of finite management
plans. The members of the Advisory Committees represent the broad range of marine park
users with interests and knowledge about marine parks, and sectors such as commercial
fishing, energy, indigenous people, environmental, infrastructure, non-government
organisations, recreational fishing, science, tourism, transport and the broader community.
The role of the advisory committees is to support and collaborate with the Director to
manage marine parks by:
• helping to develop and deliver implementation plans, including assisting to prioritise
management actions and develop performance measures;
• providing information about stakeholder and park user views, knowledge and needs; and
• contributing to the periodic evaluation and review of implementation plans
Parks Australia have positive objectives of partnerships with traditional owners, marine park
users, stakeholders and governments to manage marine parks. Adaptive management
including monitoring, evaluation and reporting to keep track of progress and changes to their
our approach when necessary.
Parks Australia has a very comprehensive website, which is developing further. Readers are
directed to https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/
See page 26 for an overview of marine parks management.

GFAA Website
The GFAA website has been rebuilt in part to project a fresh and contemporary style to the
Association’s image. More accessible features and information for visitors, immediate access
to news, events, the Facebook page, records and Juniors page are just some of the
improvements. Just click on www.gfaa.asn.au and explore the changes. Active soon!
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State News
State News is compiled with a different state heading the section in each edition.

South Australia
Ralph Czabayski – GFAA Executive Officer
Since our last report in March the game fishing season in South Australia has been steady in
regards to recordings from our three clubs. The three fishing clubs in South Australia are
The Game Fishing Club of South Australia, Port MacDonnell Offshore Angling Club and The
Adelaide Game Fishing Club.
The fish that are mainly caught or tagged and released are southern bluefin tuna, kingfish,
samson fish, sharks (bronze whalers, makos, blue and gummy), eagle rays, salmon, trevally,
snapper and mulloway.
In South Australia we hold two sanctioned tournaments, they are the Port MacDonnell Tuna
and Sports Fishing Tournament and the Peter Teakle Wines Port Lincoln Blue Water Classic
held by The Game Fishing Club Of SA.

Memory Cove Base Camp

Out of Port MacDonnell they have had a
reasonable season on the big 100kg plus
tuna.
This year the southern bluefin tuna hit
our waters from the end of November
and then headed down the coast to Port
MacDonnell by late June/July. After this
they then head east to Victoria and
Tasmania.

The Port Lincoln Tournament is
held out of Memory Cove with a
base camp which feeds all the
boat crews and anglers. Once
again this year it was a great
tournament with plenty of tuna
and sharks being caught or
tagged and released. Memory
Cove is a beautiful spot and in a
very similar setting to Lizard
Island. So far this year we have
tagged and released a good
number of southern bluefin
tuna, sharks, kingfish and
mulloway.

Spartacus Crew out fishing The Peter Teakle Wines

Port Lincoln Blue Water Classic
In South Australia the next few months
are a bit quiet in regards to fishing. At least this gives everyone a chance to get their boats
and fishing gear ready for the new season.
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Tasmania
John Edwards - President TGFA
The tournament season March to June in Tasmania has been a busy one with all clubs
running successful competitions along our east and south coasts. March kicked off with
the St Helens Game Fishing Clubs annual Autotech West St Helens Classic closely
followed by the Southern Gamefish Clubs newly introduced East Coast Classic run out of
Bicheno. The Sports Fishing Club of Tasmania rounded off March with the annual
Tasmanian Broadbill Championship at Eaglehawk Neck. April was also busy with the
Game Fishing Club of Northern Tasmania’s Easter Tournament at St Helens, followed by
the Tuna Club of Tasmania’s biannual Extreme Boats Tom Jenkins Memorial Bluefin
Contest at Eaglehawk Neck.
Southern bluefin tuna made May action packed, with the Sports Fishing Club of
Tasmania’s Peninsula Challenge at Eagle Hawk Neck and the Southern Gamefish Clubs
Annual Far South Classic at Southport. The Game Fishing Club of Northern Tasmania
closed the tournament year off in June with the Winter Windup at the new game fishing
venue Bicheno. Interestingly this was probably the most successful tournament for the
season in terms of fish capture numbers. With a small fleet of 15 vessels competing, the
47 anglers managed over 100 game fish captures including more than 70 SBT tagged and
released. The question now being asked is Bicheno the new or emerging game fishing
capital of Tasmania?

Katie Russel
Russel with
school
SBTSBT
capture
Katie
withaanice
nice
school
during
the
SGC
Far
South
Classic
captured during the SGC Far South Classic
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Game Fishing Club of Northern Tasmania junior angler Lachlin Hicks season has been a
hectic one with him making a notable southern bluefin capture at Eaglehawk Neck just
before his departure to New Zealand with the GFAA Junior Team. In late April Lachie
landed a magnificent 114kg SBT on 15kg tackle which has been granted an Australian
Junior Male record. Lachie also enjoyed the spoils of competing in the successful GFAA
Junior Team at the 50th Anniversary International Yellowtail Kingfish Tournament in the
Bay of Islands NZ where they won overall champion junior team along with several other
individual awards. Well done Lachie, you have done yourself, family, state and Australia
proud with your efforts.
Thanks also to the GFAA Junior Coordinator Kevin Oates for his efforts in getting this
team organised and so successful.

Lachie Hicks representing Australia in NZ
with the GFAA Junior Team
Lachie Hicks with his 114kg SBT a pending
Australian Junior Male record

Our season kicks off again with SHGFC hosting the first tournament of the new fishing
year on the 13th of July at St Helens targeting the late run of southern bluefin.
Tight Lines from Tassie
John Edwards
TGFA President
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Victoria
Anton Vogiatzis - President GFAV
The weather has certainly cooled down and provided us with few opportunities to head
offshore in the last few months but those that have ventured have certainly been
rewarded in our southern waters.
Barrel southern bluefin tuna have
turned up in good numbers in shallow
waters of Portland with models up to a
staggering 168kg being caught. A
world class catch by anyone’s
standards. A positive trend has
emerged in the south west with quite a
few fish turning up to the gantry bled,
gilled and gutted. Good to see that
anglers are maximising the table
quality of the mighty southern bluefin
tuna for the sake of a few kg more on
the scale. Caring for these fish quickly
after capture dramatically improves
their already fine quality on the plate.
Warrnambool OLGFG Member Phil Pirotta landed
Not far behind, the school bluefin,
this ripping barrel off Portland. What makes this
anglers reporting good numbers of 10feat even more special was that he was fishing
15kg fish in close and on the shelf. With
solo in his 4.2 metre tiller steer tinnie! The Fish
those that travelled the extra distance
went 97.4 kg gilled and gutted on 24kg line.
to deeper water finding the fish less
shy and not as fussy as their shallow water
counterparts. When trolling lures, multiple
hook ups are not uncommon out deep (just
don’t be too quick to slow the boat down
after the first strike!).

The Victorian Game Fishing Club ran the
Broadbill Tournament for its second year
and again, the weather window was narrow,
but we still saw some great fish landed.
Even more special was the deployment of
the satellite tags on broadbill swordfish, the
first three of their kind in Victorian waters.
Sean Tracey from IMAS in Tasmania
successfully managed to tag, with the help
of Bass Strait GFC’s Steve Taranto and crew
on Home Strait, out from Lakes Entrance
during the comp the first tag in Victoria.
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The fish was estimated at about 90kg. It swam away strongly and hasn’t been heard
from yet, a good sign it survived the capture and release! The tag is programmed to stay
on for 270 days. Congratulations to Captain Steve Taranto and angler Clint Adlington!
We are very excited about seeing the results published soon.

First satellite tag on a swordfish in Victorian waters!!!
Sean Tracey working with some recreational fishers in
Victoria to helped get some sat tags deployed.

Hayley Murphy and crew on Home Strait, weighing a
whopping sword at 194kg and a pending Australian
and Victorian record.

Warrnambool Smallfry angler Chloe Dance
with a pending Australian female small fry
record mako shark of 58.5kg on 8kg line after
a 50 minute fight. Chloe also managed to
snag an 18kg southern bluefin tuna on the
way home in 75 metres!

Click on this GFAV logo for more about State Association.
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Western Australia
Peter Coote – Secretary GFAA and Rhyss Whittred President WAGFA
WAGFA held its Annual General Meeting on 22nd June. Retiring from the committee after 20
and 25 years respectively Peter Coote and John Webber who were thanked by the returning
President for their contributions.
The incoming committee is:
President and Treasurer

Rhyss Whittred

Vice President, Recorder and Southern
GFAA Delegate

Peter Babarskas

Secretary

Raquel Roche

Northern GFAA Delegate

Brian Snook

General Committee
Junior Coordinator

Dean Eggleston
John Cramer
Scott Sharpe

Contact details for all are available at www.wagfa.asn.au and www.gfaa.asn.au
Following the meeting, Life Memberships were conferred on Peter Babarskas, Dennis BryanSmith, Peter Coote, Ian Stagles and John Webber.
WA has a long coastline and WAGFA is represented down most of the west coast from
Broome to Busselton. The fisheries vary enormously through the regions.
The north of the state continues to have massive shark problems, particularly where sailfish
are targeted. WAGFA has been pushing for the completion of shark interaction cards to
enable documentation of predation and hopefully to gather sufficient data to present to
Fisheries WA so considerations can be made regarding the reintroduction of commercial
shark fishing.
Broome hosts two WAGFA affiliated
clubs: Broome Fishing Club, the older
of the two has completed major
improvements to its clubhouse at the
port winning awards from community
groups.

Image : John Clark

Wet season, not very wet this year, has
nonetheless been good for barramundi
and the Club is preparing for the sailfish
and small black marlin season starting
this month.
Broome North Fishing Club’s activities
focus on friendly family fun with
community engagement important. Fishing activities in recent months have been centred
around barramundi, mud crabs, threadfin salmon and mangrove jacks. The advantage of a
location like Broome is good ocean fishing during the dry and lots of opportunities for
inshore and mangrove species in the wet. Expect some record fish from this group.
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Further south in Dampier / Karratha, the King Bay Game Fishing Club continues its family
focus but with an emphasis on fishing. KBGFC is probably the most junior/small fry angler
orientated club in WAGFA with young anglers
taking out awards at both State and
Australian levels.
The Club’s past year’s statistics included 316
gamefish, 113 sharks and 189 billfish tagged
and released. KBGFC’s Scott Sharpe has been
appointed as the State’s Junior Coordinator.
Nor-West Game Fishing Club, with its
Rosemanry Island facility in the Dampier

Mick and Max Grasso with
potential world record claims

Jessica Hornhardt with a swag of records

Image Brendon Hawker - Innkeeper

archipelago has been involved with
Julian Pepperell’s research into
trevally supplying photos,
measurements and samples. NWGFC
is also working closely with the
University of WA research team and
provide catch log data of species and
sizes encountered whilst fishing.
Exmouth GFC’s GAMEX
tournament produced some
big numbers with 822 fish
raised, 559 hooked and 317
tagged and released. The new
frontier of fishing deep for
swordfish is starting to get
some traction especially with
some local charter boat
operators having success. The
Innkeeper team has been
sinking some time into the
broadbills and is starting to
really get a handle on the
fishery.

The Halco Abrolhos Islands Tournament, run by Geraldton and Districts Fishing Club saw
blue marlin steal the show in the heavy tackle billfish category. Champion Boat
Billfish was a tie between popular island identity Spags Burnett’s Mandina & Chad
Mills’ Reely Black. Mandina won on a count back with Kody Burnett taking out First
Billfish Tagged. The Pel Robson Trophy & Champion Angler Billfish was won on a
count back from Audi Gill-Croft (Reely Black).
GFAA Newsletter July 2019
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The Light Tackle Game Fishing division was dominated by narrow barred mackerel with tuna
and yellowtail kingfish providing the bulk of the challenge over the week. The Halco boys
aboard Ben Patrick’s Mandalay dominated this division with Justin McPherson’s Allure coming
second. Mike Roennfeldt took out Champion Angler Game Fish with father/son fishos Ian
and Guy Bessel-Browne tying for runner-up and scoring Most Points Tuna and Mackerel.
The southern part of the west coast experienced a very cool Leeuwin current over the
summer period meaning that billfish were scarce. Despite that, there were reasonable
catches of mackerel and the ever present southern bluefin tuna migrating from Java
ultimately to south eastern Australia. These are mostly very small fish compared with those
caught in Victoria or South Australia with a 6kg specimen being large. Occasional fish to
80kg are caught on their way north to spawn but these are well offshore and would typically
be counted in single figures in WA.
The first major tournament in February was Perth GFC’s Bluewater Tackle World Marlin Cup
which was well patronised due to its being the first metropolitan comp of the season. A
couple of marlin were raised and hooked up but no tags were placed. Fremantle Sailing
Club’s Blue Marlin Classic was second up and had similar disappointing results. Water
temperatures were in the 21° range and even though the FADs had been deployed in midNovember there was little action and bait was scarce.
The Naturaliste Sports and Game Fishing Club based in Busselton held its annual Light
Tackle Game Fishing event in April and had great support with 14 boats entering and quite a
few new entrants interested in the sport. The first day had good weather but little fish
activity and the second day was lost to weather. The Club has been assisting with pink
snapper research for Fisheries WA who have been very grateful to the large number of
samples from the Geographe Bay and Cape Naturaliste area.
Perth GFC had its second comp at Jurien Bay a
delightful township just a couple of hours
north of Perth. Excellent launching facilities
and hospitality from the local golf club who
make their clubhouse available makes this
mid-April event a drawcard. The 2019
Shimano WA Open results compared with
the previous seven years captures and tags
were three times higher than the average
with excellent catches of mahi mahi,
samson fish, mulloway and lots of big
striped tuna. Being a mixed billfish and
species event, with little chance of marlin,
the light tackle exponents got to work with
many releases of striped tuna on 3 and 4kg
tackle. The billfish side of the comp wound
up being won by the boat Sunride with a
blue marlin score of 3-2-1 fishing well
offshore in 900m. Warren Jolley fishing
aboard Mark Jamieson’s Bottom Line, the
ultimate winner of the combined event,
claimed a new state record for a yellowtail
kingfish of 14.86kg on 6kg tackle.
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New South Wales
Grahame Williams OAM, GFAA Life member,
GFAA Executive Officer, NSW.
Since the March Newsletter there have been seven further tournaments run in NSW.
35 boats entered the Bermagui Alliance Tournament in March with 17 dolphin fish, a bronze
whaler shark, a black marlin and two striped marlin tagged. There were no captures
reported.
Jervis Bay held a Billfish Shootout on 16-17th March with 30 boats participating in a tag and
release marlin only shootout. There were cash prizes offered from first through to 10. First,
$10,000 cash going down to $1,000 for 10th. Only seven fish were tagged, so 8, 9 & 10th
prizes were not won. The winning boat was Tomahawk with one fish on 10kg by a lady angler,
easing out another fish caught on heavier line class.
12 boats entered the Merimbula BGLAC Billfish Tournament run on 22-23rd March. Five
striped marlin and 41 dolphin fish were tagged, and no captures reported.
On the first weekend in April out of the port of Kiama 48 boats participated in the Kiama
GFC’s Big Fish Classic with some really good fish caught, the heaviest marlin, a blue weighed
in at 226kg, the heaviest yellowfin was 72.5kg and the heaviest shark, a mako tipped the
scales at 174kg.
On April 13th-14th, the Sydney GFC held the 2019 Peter Goadby Memorial Tournament with a
special section of $50,000 cash for the largest blue marlin over 250kg. 50 boats fished this
tournament, a total of 36 fish were tagged and released, 24 striped marlin, a black marlin,
eight mahi mahi, a yellowfin tuna and two whaler sharks. Captures were two striped and
three blue marlin weighing 178kg, 187kg and the largest 288kg, which took out the $50,000
cash prize. Other captures were a yellowfin tuna of 58.5kg, three blue sharks, a tiger and two
mako sharks the heaviest of which was 269kg.
Port Hacking GFC’s tournament on May 4th and 5th turned into a one day Shootout
Tournament with fishing only on Saturday 4th. Due to predicted bad weather on the Sunday
the Committee made an early call cancelling the second day. This tournament is one of the
richest tournaments in NSW, each year offering a total prize pool over $130,000 with the
largest prize offered being $50,000 for the heaviest blue marlin over 250kg. Some of the
other prizes on offer were for Champion Team T&R and Champion Team Capture - $10,000
cash and heaviest shark over 200kg - $5,000 cash and prizes.
46 Boats fished with the tagging results for the one day of 11 yellowfin tuna, two each of
mako, tiger and whaler sharks. Three striped marlin, four yellowtail kingfish, a mahi mahi and
a skipjack totalled the 26 fish tagged. Captured were six yellowfin tuna to 54kg, a wahoo, one
qualifying blue marlin of 138kg, four tiger, one hammerhead and three mako sharks up to
219.5kg. There were two good captures by juniors, a 138kg blue marlin by Makira Wright and
a 155kg mako by Osca Davis

GFAA Newsletter July 2019

www.gfaa.asn.au

Page 13

A good tournament considering the weather,
the $50,000 cash prize did not go off, however
the $5,000 cash for the heaviest shark was won
and the two champion teams earned $10,000
each. The presentation was held on Sunday at
lunchtime with over 220 people attending.

Heather Sutterby’s tournament capture
winner 64kg Y/F Tuna on 15Kg line.

The Merimbula Open Yellowfin, SBT & Broadbill
Tournament was held on the 7-10th June with
17 boats participating. This was a four day
comp but the weather was so bad on the
Monday that the comp was called off at midday
when it became too dangerous for the two
boats that had ventured out to continue to fish.
Nine fish were tagged and two yellowfin
captured. Tagged and released were two each
blue, mako, thresher sharks, two mahi mahi
and a yellowfin tuna. the captures were a 52kg
yellowfin tuna on 24kg line to Andrew Nelson
on board “Deductions” and 64kg yellowfin tuna
on 15kg line to Heather Sutterby on board
“Shockwave” skippered by Brian Schofield from
Eden.
Peter Haar and crew with a
pair of great bluefin tuna.

The Canberra GFC Tuna Tournament was held on
June 22nd–24th, with 34 boats participating. The
weather was terrible for most of the time with
some boats not being able to fish at all for the
comp. Eight fish were tagged, two makos, three
albacore, two mahi mahi and yellowtail kingfish
and three yellowfin were captured. The captures
were a 52kg yellowfin on 15kg line to Shane
Croker on board “Seas the Day”, a 73.5kg yellowfin
on 24kg to Paul Bradby on board “Liquid Metal”
and a 26.9kg yellowfin on 24kg line to Zoe
O’Connor on board “Opportunatee”.

The date for NSWGFA AGM Conference is set for
Friday 26th and Saturday 27th July. It is being held
at the Crowne Plaza Terrigal Pacific on the Central
Coast which is 90km north of Sydney. Friday 26th is
the Presidents dinner and drinks night followed on Saturday by the AGM and afterwards the
Annual Presentation of NSW Coastal Waters Trophies for the year 2018/19.
There have been some very good record claims this season plus a good number of 1000lb
club claims for NSW waters which is very good to see.
NSWGFA affiliated club membership overall is also up on the previous year which also very
pleasing and great to see. This report is fairly short noting that the last GFAA Newsletter
Report was only written in March and our fishing season is now over.
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Northern Territory
Bruce Simpson - President NTGFA
It has been a cold winter up here in the tropics so far, if there is such a thing
and polar opposites to last year. The easterly winds have been a little more persistent
and it seems the poor fishing for those super desirable species has been a little harder
than last year.
The pelagics are really starting to show up now with schools of kawa kawa and longtail
tuna now mixing in with the broad barred mackerel and queenfish harassing bait
schools close to the coast. Barramundi are still on the bite in the warmer shallow waters
and are targets across the coastal flats around the region.
Darwin GFC recently held the re-run of the 2019 Billfish Bash. My April contribution
spoke of the cyclone risk that made the committee postpone the event until late in May.
As can be expected team numbers were down on projections; reports have been quiet
too so that combined with the easterlies and very green water may have kept a few
people away.
The stress was worth it though as the 13 teams were greeted with calm seas and light
breezes for the two days. 2018 saw 54 fish tagged and hopes were high for even half of
that, but with less than ideal tides the teams struggled to find fish willing to come up
and take any interest. Disappointingly only 6 fish were tagged for the two days across
the teams so to those who did manage to find them, well done!

Bronwyn Loud
with her second
black marlin

Champion Team went to Istiofox who
backed up their win in the 2018 Billfish
Classic with a come from behind win to
tag two black marlin in the last few
hours of the competition. Well done to
skipper Kurt Williamson and Bronwyn
Loud on their win. Champion Junior
Angler was decided by count back and
went to Caitlyn Paas for her tagged
sailfish beating her good friend and
team mate Grace Krollig by 3½ hours,
this is the second time these two girls
have been this close, which is great for
both girls and a credit to the team
made up of two families all fishing from
a 7.5m Noble, there is no shortage of
hands to clear the spread for sure!

Champion Female Angler went to
Bronwyn Loud for her two black marlin
late on Sunday and Champion Male
Angler went to first timer Gavan Wright
who is more comfortable with a
baitcaster up the creek than rigging garfish and putting them on the outriggers.
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Congratulations to all the winners and thanks to the sponsors; Anaconda Darwin, Bigfish
Gear, Dundee Lodge, Humpty Doo Tavern, Catbo Lures, Lion Group and Easy Tease
Game Fishing.
The iconic 38th Barra Classic
was also held in May on the
mighty Daly River in what was
some of the lowest river
conditions anglers have ever
seen. It even rained one night
just to really make it one of the
hardest competitions that teams
have ever had to deal with, but it
Caitlyn Paas with her
went down as one of the best
tagged sailfish
events ever held. Teams
struggled to fish locations that
usually held good fish on
structure, as silt and sand had
not been pushed out of the river
over the wet season. The
cameraderie shown by all teams
and the friendly nature of the
event made for a fantastic week
on the river. Congratulations to
the Pilbarians from Dampier, WA
on their win. These boys travel
the 2700km one way trip every
year for the event and always
feature towards to top end of the leader board on the completion of 5 days of fishing so
congratulations to Mark Cottrell, Justin Leach and Rob Skwirowski. An iconic event and
one you barramundi fanatics should put on your bucket list to compete in!
On the east coast of the Top
End reports have been quiet
of late but we do know that
the ever popular school
holiday junior fishing
competition is on again
which is greatly supported
by the locals and the
sponsors so I wish everyone
the best of luck and tight
lines on some ripper fish.

The Pilbarians

Both clubs will be in full
swing preparing for their major blue water tournaments including the John Jones
Memorial Billfish Challenge, the XXXX Gove Game Classic across at NRSFC and the
Billfish Classic for DGFC. Dates are all in the GFAA journal. I look forward to reporting on
these events and showcasing the great fishing we have here in the N.T
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Queensland South
Ian Bladin GFAA Executive Officer – Queensland South
Normally winter sees things go a little quiet in South Queensland, but this year has
definitely not been the case. When the weather allows the wider grounds can produce
good numbers of blue marlin, with striped marlin and yellowfin tuna adding some variety
to the mix.
April usually sees the focus shift from light to heavy tackle, the Gold Coast Club ran a very
successful tournament in the middle of the month, which saw 43 teams enter. 36 marlin
were tagged, one weighing in at 187.5 kg and a lovely yellowfin tuna of 26.7 kg. Since the
tournament the wide grounds have again been producing well, with most crews being
rewarded for their efforts.
The real highlight of the past few months however has been the Fraser Coast, which is
rapidly gaining a reputation as the new fishing hot spot. The grounds at the northern end
of Fraser Island allow for both light and heavy tackle fishing almost side by side. There
have been some big blue marlin tagged in the area over the years and there has always
been expectation of it yielding the State’s first thousand pound blue. The run of juvenile
black marlin in late spring had also resulted in some incredible daily tag numbers.
This year there is a new addition to the mix as the juvenile black marlin have arrived
early, in fact before any real numbers have shown up in the north. The fish are a
reasonable size, very healthy and those fishing the area are reporting plenty of multiple
hook-ups and plenty of tags each day, with most switch baiting. There is plenty of
speculation about the origins of these fish and in particular if they were spawned
somewhere further down the coast rather than the accepted grounds of Cairns to the
Ribbon Reefs further north. It seems possible that they were spawned further south or
that some changes in the currents or water temperature have affected their migration
this year. Hopefully some samples can be submitted for genetic studies that may answer
the question.
On the broader front, the Fisheries Minister Mark Furner recently made two
announcements that are sure to please recreational fishers in the State. The first was the
implementation of a FAD program to the tune of one million dollars with the design and
deployment to be undertaken in consultation with stakeholders. A number of QGFA
Clubs have been involved in FAD programs for some years and we are looking forward to
be able to progress this for the benefit of all anglers. The second announcement was of a
grant program aimed at supporting promoting and enhancing recreational fishing across
the state. One hundred thousand dollars was allocated in the recent State Budget, with
two hundred thousand dollars to be made available in 2020. Those interested in being
involved should contact QGFA for further information.
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The northern heavy tackle season is just around the corner, so while the focus will no
doubt shift to there, it is going to be just as interesting to see how the next few months
go along the Fraser Coast.

And finally, congratulations to the GFAA Juniors who won champion Junior Team at the
Bay of Islands Yellowtail Kingfish Tournament, which included Sunshine Coast angler Ben
Massurit. Special thanks also to all involved, particularly national Junior Co-ordinator
Kevin Oates for the great job he does for our Juniors.
Tight Lines,
Ian Bladin GFAA Executive Officer Queensland South.
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Queensland North
Queensland North
John Munro - Committee Member Yorkeys Knob SFC
Cairns Offshore
With the marlin season fast approaching there have been a few spotted off Cairns
already for what is looking like the makings of a great season. When tournament fishing
it’s imperative that all teams brush up on the rules around leader lengths, hook
positions, line classes, gaff lengths and much more. This is not something to be taken
lightly as after all your efforts putting your teams together and time and money spent
you would be devastated to be disqualified on your return to the marina finding out all
your hard work and effort was lost due to a breach in the rules.
Most clubs run rigging nights prior to the start of their season, it’s very informative and
you get the opportunity to ask questions of some of the boat skippers and charter
captains that are up to date with all the rules and regulations. Yorkeys Knob Sportfishing
Club is hosting a rigging night (14th of August) and everyone is welcome to attend,
Hooked Bluewater Sportfishing Tackle is a brand-new fishing store and will be hosting a
rigging night for a select number of people that attend the Yorkeys Knob Sportfishing
Club’s rigging night for a more up close and personal demonstration.

Strong wind has hindered the opportunity for most trailer boats to venture out to the
reef and those braving the conditions have found the mackerel are now here in good size
and numbers. With mackerel being such an aggressive feeder there are many ways to
catch these violent assassins, whether you’re using wogheads or setting a dead bait
under a balloon or simply floating an unweighted bait through the current ,these are a
great sport fish and also provide a lot of fillets for the seafood lovers.
The bottom fishing continues to see good numbers of trout, red emperor and nannies.
With that said, anglers are preparing for the Yorkeys Knob Sport Fishing Club’s “Bottom
Bash Comp” is to be held on the 2nd-4th of August with some fantastic prizes are to be
won. So get your teams together and register as this is not a comp you want miss.
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The GFAA and QGFA are hosting the
Yorkeys Knob Sport Fishing Club - AIBT
Light Tackle Slam to kick off the season
(September 11th to 15th) and other
local fishing clubs, Cairns Game Fishing
Club and Innisfail Game Fishing Club will
also be holding their annual
competitions. For all dates and
information the GFAA Gamefishing
Journal which has the official calendar
or go to www.gfaa.asn.au .
Estuaries and Beaches
The estuaries are still producing fish
with many anglers choosing to slow
pitch jig some of the deeper holes for
fingermark. This is a very effective way
to entice the bite, slow pitch jigging
mimics a wounded or fleeing bait fish
that predators cannot resist, Some
anglers have been successful using surface lures with the queenies and threadfin, an
exciting way to catch these fish with the occasional aerial show for your efforts.
Live bait is also a very good way to
maximise your days fishing whether you
choose to use a sabiki jig or a cast net.
Live baits have proven time and again to
be affective, that being said if you get
your hands on some quality bait from
your local tackle store, a well presented
pilchard, squid or sardine are definitely
going to catch fish.
Please be safe out on the water, be
careful when fishing close to the reefs
and enjoy with your family and friends, respect bag limits and have a great time.
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Kevin Oates - National Junior Tournament Coordinator
My report this time reflects the success of our GFAA
National Junior Team fishing in the Bay of Islands, 50th
Anniversary International Yellowtail Kingfish
tournament.
The event is a light tackle tournament with 6kg and 8kg
the two lineclass categories permitted. Capture, and the
newly introduced measure and release, as well as tag
and release sections, provide the anglers with a variety
of options when targeting hard fighting reef monsters.
The predominent scoring species is yellowtail kingfish,
however a trophy is awarded for the heaviest other
species. This year saw mako sharks up to 150kg fought
and some monster snapper with two landed weighing
8.45kg and 10kg on 6kg lineclass.
The 2019 event marked the event’s 50th anniversary
and buoyed by the success of an earlier Junior squas in
2016, this hand-picked squad was under pressure to
come home with the silverware. Even more than that
,they were to enjoy themselves and act as good
ambassadors for GFAA’s juniors. To their credit, they
achieved all that was put before them.
Our team consisted of Team Captain, Brody McKay
(Batemans Bay GFC), Lachlin Hicks (GFC of Northern
Tasmania), Oska Davis (Central Coast GFC) and Ben
Massurit (Sunshine Coast GFC).
I escorted the team and parents to the village of Russell
in the Bay of Islands which is a historical whaling village
and at one stage was the capital of New Zealand. We
arrived on Thursday before the start of the competition
on Sunday which allowed the team to settle in and get
to know each other. The senior Aussie contingent led by
43 year tournament veteran Terry Titchener, arrived
late on Friday after some major hiccups at Auckland
airport.
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Saturday saw most of the fleet arrive at Russell including the Junior Team Boat “G.P.S”. The
tournament briefing was conducted in the Bay of Islands Swordfish Clubrooms that evening. With
approximately 150 in attendance, our team met their skipper (Hayden Wright), deckhands Brad
and Bailey, and collected their team’s tournament bags in readiness for an early start the next
morning.
Arriving in darkness at the jetty at 6:15am, all anglers boarded their boats and proceeded to the
start line at Russell Point before the radio call went out at 7am to cross the line and proceed to
the bait grounds. Fishing starts at 9am each day, concluding at 3:30pm, so the quicker boats can
get their bait and be at their preferred fishing spots while some on the slower boats don’t get to
start fishing until 10:30 or so.
G.P.S fished south of the Bay of Islands in an area called “Home Point”, mid-morning the call came
through that Oska Davis had landed the first fish for the team closely followed by Ben Massurit.
Whilst the other 2 boys had bites with no success, all the luck was with Oska and Ben with Oska
landing two yellowtail kingfish for the day and Ben three.
Day two saw the team captain also get amongst the action with Brody landing his first kingfish,
Ben adding another to his tally and Oska a pair.

At this stage the Aussie Junior Team was clearly in front
of their friends from the Whangarei Deep Sea Anglers
Club, the Whakatane GFC and the Russell School Junior
Team.
Day three saw a change at the top of the leader board
with the Whakatane Juniors landing five good sized fish
from the Cavalli Island region in the north. That put them
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into the overall lead for champion
Junior team and one of their anglers
was now also leading Ben for
champion junior angler status. Ben
continued his great form on day three
catching another kingfish taking his
tournament tally to five and Lachlin
getting his first kingfish for the
tournament.
The team was fired up when the fourth
day broke. Like the first day, midmorning and G.P.S was on the board
with Brody getting the first kingy, then
it appeared to be a continual call feast
from G.P.S with all team members
catching fish. Brody landed two more,
Ben landed the heaviest for the team

weighing in at 15.05Kg and Lachlin landed
another. They also realised that no junior team
had tagged a fish so Oska and Lachlin tagged one
apiece each and Ben two. The result of day four
was five fish weighed, four tagged and countless
numbers broken off with many baits getting
hammered by snapper.
At the conclusion of the day’s fishing, the team
members were wondering whether they had
been able to regain their top spot. They knew
their closest opponents had also landed two fish,
so it was all about points and the size of the fish.
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The Presentation Dinner on Friday evening
was held this year at the historic Duke of
Marlborough Hotel in Russell, so the wait for
results was soon over.
Ben Massurit won the Champion Tag and
Release angler, winning the coveted Tommy
Roche-Barbara Brittain Micky Mouse Trophy.
He also won Runner-up Highest Points Scoring
Junior Angler only being beaten by 100 points
(not even a fish tail in weight) by Cameron
Fleming from the Whakatane GFC.
Our junior team took out the prestigious
Champion Junior Team award and were
presented with a variety of prizes, rods,
commemorative jackets and the Tommy
Roche-Jack Brittain Mickey Mouse Champion
Team Perpetual Trophy.
Celebrations and congratulations all round
with our team presenting their skipper and deckhands
with special team jackets and a bottle of their favourite
beverage. Together with myself as team chaperone, we
also presented Brenda Saul (immediate Past President
of the Whangarei Deep Sea Anglers Club) and her
husband Pete Saul, who is in charge of the NZ Tagging
program, with a GFAA appreciation banner for their
Club.
A great week was had by all in Russell enjoying the
sights and history of the area and region, meeting newfound friends and colleagues from other clubs.
Congratulations to the Australian Junior Team and
special thanks to the Bay of Islands Swordfish Club, the
second oldest Game Fishing Club in the world, for
running such a successful competition in this their 50th
anniversary year.
Thanks also to the GFAA Junior Tournament Sponsors
for their support. Shimano, Tackle World, Australian
Solid Fuel Testing, Halco and Bluewater Magazines.

Kevin Oates
GFAA National Junior Tournament Coordinator

Ctrl+Click on the GFAA Junior
Tournament logo for further information
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Australian Marine Parks
Bianca Priest - Director, Marine Parks Management West - Parks Australia
Parks Australia manages 58 Australian Marine Parks around Australia across five
networks and the Coral Sea. Covering 2.8 million km2, these parks are located in
Commonwealth waters (3 to 200 NM from our coast) and protect offshore habitats and
species.
Australian Marine Parks, along with the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and Heard and
McDonald Island Marine Reserve, protect approximately 35% of Australia’s marine
jurisdiction and form the world’s largest representative network of marine protected
areas. Together these parks protect the natural, cultural, heritage and socio-economic
values of our marine environment.
•

North-west Network – 13 marine parks, 335,341km2,
parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/north-west/

•

South-west Network – 14 marine parks,508,371km2,
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/south-west/

•

North Network – 8 marine parks, 157,480km2,
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/north/

•

Coral Sea Marine Park – 989,836km2,
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/coral-sea/

•

Temperate East Network - 8 marine parks, 383,339km2,
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/temperate-east/
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•

South-east Network – 14 marine parks, 388,464km2,
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/parks/south-east/

How are Australian Marine Parks managed?
Parks Australia manages marine parks through a combination of zoning, management
programs, advice from Marine Park Advisory Committees and partnerships with a range
of Commonwealth, State and Territory Government agencies.
•

Zoning supports the aim to deliver conservation and sustainable use outcomes
for marine parks. There are a range of different zone types including Sanctuary,
National Park, Habitat Protection, Recreational Use, Multiple Use and Special
Purpose. Recreational fishing is allowed in all zones except Sanctuary (pink) and
National Park (green) zones.

•

Management programs across seven key areas: (1) Communication, education
and awareness; (2) Tourism and visitor experience; (3) Indigenous engagement;
(4) Marine science; (5) Assessments and authorisations; (6) Park protection and
management; and (7) Compliance.

•

A strong focus on stakeholder engagement and collaborative management
achieved through:
o

Australian Marine Park Advisory Committees – support Parks Australia across
the 6 management regions to develop and implement programs and
activities. Committee members were selected on the basis of their expertise,
regional experience and understanding of local needs and challenges. Every
committee has members with strong recreational fishing backgrounds,
including four GFAA members. Members will sit for a two-year term and the
committees will meet twice a year. To find out more about your regional
committee, including membership and the outcomes of recent meetings,
please visit our Australian Marine Parks Partnerships page at
parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/management/partnerships/

o

Strong working relationships with our State and Territory counterparts from
marine park and fisheries agencies and Commonwealth agencies including
the Australian Fisheries Management Authority, Australian Border Force, the
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management
Authority, and the Australian Maritime Safety Authority.

Australian Marine Parks provide great recreational fishing opportunities
Australian Marine Parks are there to be enjoyed and benefit all Australians. From
hooking iconic fish such as southern bluefin tuna, sailfish, marlin, broadbill swordfish
and Spanish mackerel, Australian Marine Parks provide some great recreational
fishing opportunities.
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North Network Marine Park Advisory Committee Members of the North Marine Parks Advisory
Committee met for the first time on June 12 in Darwin. The energy in the room was inspiring and
members were enthusiastic about the opportunities ahead.

Parks Australia wants to work with recreational fishers to make sure we provide zoning
and rule information in the easiest, most useful way. In the last year, we’ve been working
to get information included in existing mobile phone apps like the WA Recfishwest App,
NT Fishing Mate App, NSW FishSmart App, and Tasmania Sea Fishing Guide. For more
information about recreational fishing in Australian Marine Parks, including links to all
the apps, head to parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/activities/do-i-need-an-approval/fishing/
Our hope is that we can establish a two-way conversation with recreational fishers in
marine parks – we’d love to share your stories and pics, and are keen to hear how we can
provide useful information – so please get in touch!

2019 Shimano WA Open at Jurien Bay
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How do marine parks benefit rec fishers?
Marine parks boost biodiversity – and for fishers, that’s a win! Fish inside no-take marine
parks tend to be much larger than those outside: these bigger fish have more babies and
as marine park populations grow, they ‘spill-over’ park boundaries, increasing fishing
opportunities in the surrounding waters.
How can you help with park management?
Parks Australia want to work with marine park users like recreational fishers and
stakeholders to identify needs and opportunities, develop and deliver management
activities and promote the benefits strong marine parks management can bring. If you’d
like to be part of the conversation, think about:
•

The Australian Marine Park Advisory Committees – there will be upcoming
opportunities to express your interest in becoming a member or perhaps you
would like to provide a guest presentation.

•

Reporting unusual fish or habitat sightings.

•

Encourage fellow fishers to know the park zones and follow the rules.

•

Reporting suspicious or illegal activities.

•

Sharing your stories and pictures of fishing trips to our marine parks (specific
locations can remain secret!).

Want more information on Australian Marine Parks?
Visit https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/
Follow Parks Australia on social media
Email marineparks@environment.gov.au
Call 1800 069 352
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New Australian and World Records
Compiled by Peter Babarskas GFAA recorder
From 21st February 2019 to 16th July 2019 – All are salt water records except where shown.
Category

Species

Line
Class

Angler

Weight

State

Status

123.00

TAS

Australian
World

Female
Saltwater

Southern Bluefin
Tuna

37

Melisa McGiveron

Female
Saltwater 20:1

Tiger Shark

1

Tameeka Dodd

57.05

WA

Australian
World

Junior Female
Saltwater

Blue Shark

15

Makira Wright

168.50

NSW

Australian
World

Male Saltwater
tie 20:1

Striped Marlin

4

Klynton Krause

82.70

NSW

Australian

Smallfry Male
Saltwater 15:1

Mako Shark

15

Lincoln Philpott

231.80

TAS

Australian
World

Female
Saltwater

Wahoo

24

Elena Smart

45.00

NSW

Australian

Junior Female
Saltwater

Barracuda

8

Chloe Hornhardt

10.36

WA

Australian

Male Saltwater
fly

Black Marlin

Jake Fitzgerald

24.40

WA

Australian

10:1

Mako

10

Justin Rigby

104.60

TAS

Australian

Smallfry Male
Saltwater

Mako

37

Jack Donovan

110.60

Junior Male
Saltwater

Mahi Mahi

8

Ethan Kroll

Junior Female
Saltwater

Blue Marlin

24

Tara Rowe

Male Saltwater

Mulloway

4

Billy Papageorgiou

Male Saltwater
and All Tackle

Broadbill

37

1000 lb

Tiger Shark

Male
Land based

8 fly

TAS

Australian

19.30

QLD

Australian

148.40

NSW

Australian

19.10

SA

Australian

Marc Larerewskij

319.70

TAS

Australian

37

James Devereux

483.40

NSW

Australian

Tailor

1

Tom Miller

3.95

WA

Australian

Smallfry Male
Saltwater

Tiger Shark

3

Lochlan Turrell

17.06

WA

Australian

Smallfry Male
Saltwater

Narrow Barred
Mackerel

3

Lochlan Turrell

3.72

WA

Australian

Smallfry Female
Saltwater

Mako Shark

8

Chloe Dance

58.50

VIC

Australian

Male
Land based

Longtail Tuna

8

Damian Cliffe

12.60

NSW

Australian
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Category

Species

Line
Class

Angler

Weight

State

Status

Smallfry Female
Saltwater

Samson Fish

4

Michala Gibsone

4.40

WA

Australian

Smallfry Female
Saltwater

Snapper

6

Michala Gibsone

9.90

WA

Australian

Junior Female
Saltwater

Striped Marlin

37

Kirsten Sandy

99.70

NSW

Australian

Junior Female
Saltwater 10:1

Striped Marlin

8

Kaitlyn Schofield

105.00

NSW

Australian

Junior Female
Saltwater

Blue Marlin

37

Makayla Buttigieg

161.30

QLD

Australian

Junior Female
Saltwater

Yellowfin Tuna

15

Amanda Lamond

61.00

NSW

Australian

Smallfry Male
Saltwater

Snapper

4

Max Grasso

4.06

WA

Junior Female
Saltwater

Shark Mackerel

2

Jessica Hornhardt

3.66

WA

Australian

Junior Female
Saltwater

Broad Barred
Mackerel

2

Jessica Hornhardt

6.70

WA

Australian

Junior Female
Saltwater

Chinaman Fish

3

Chloe Hornhardt

3.28

WA

Australian

Smallfry Male
Saltwater

Cobia

4

Max Grasso

10.68

WA

Australian

Junior Female
Saltwater

Blue Marlin

37

Tara Rowe

174.40

NSW

Australian

Junior Male
Saltwater

Southern Bluefin
Tuna

15

Lachlin Hicks

114.00

Tas

Australian

Junior Male
Saltwater

Longtail Tuna

15

Corey Ranford

15.50

NSW

Australian

Junior Female
Saltwater

Kawa Kawa Tuna

4

Clare Harding

4.40

NSW

Australian

Australian

GFAA Website – call for images
GFAA is close to launching its new website to a provide a more attractive, lively and
accessible site for all members to visit. Expected to be online in July, your
association is asking members who have images that they would like to see
included on the website (with appropriate recognition) to be submitted for
inclusion. These images can be of anything related to the association, fish – any and
all game species, people, destinations, research and even humour and will be used
as spot images throughout the site and for headers. They will change from time to
time and may be edited in size, proportions or colour.
Please send images in jpg, tiff, bmp or png format by email to:
secretary@gfaa.asn.au
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Links – Right click on logo to visit the state website

GFAA

Northern Territory

New South Wales

Queensland

South Australia

Tasmania

Victoria

Western Australia

Juniors Facebook

Contributors
Thanks to those who contributed to this issue: Peter Babarskas, Ian Bladin, Peter Coote,
Ralph Czabayski, John Edwards, Mick Meiers, John Munro, Kevin Oates, Bianca Priest,
Doug Sanderson, Bruce Simpson, Anton Vogiatzis, Rhyss Whittred and Grahame
Williams.

GFAA Newsletter Subscriptions
CLICK HERE to subscribe for to be sent to you direct from GFAA. Insert in your name,
club and preferred email address. GFAA undertakes not to use, share or retain any
subscriber information for any purpose other than the delivery of this Newsletter.

Advertising
Here’s an opportunity for you to offer your business or products to more than 8500
GFAA members throughout Australia.
Insertions
Full page
½ page
¼ page
1/8 page

1
250
130
75
45
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2
450
230
125
70

All advertisements must have artwork supplied
and a separate log for free inclusion elsewhere
in the Newsletter.
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